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Synopsis

Strictly off limits to the public, Plum Island is home to virginal beaches, cliffs, forests, ponds -- and
the deadliest germs that have ever roamed the planet. Lab 257 blows the lid off the stunning true
nature and checkered history of Plum Island. It shows that the seemingly bucolic island in the
shadow of New York City is a ticking biological time bomb that none of us can safely ignore.Based
on declassified government documents, in-depth interviews, and access to Plum Island itself, this is
an eye-opening, suspenseful account of a federal government germ laboratory gone terribly wrong.
For the first time, Lab 257 takes you deep inside this secret world and presents startling revelations
on virus outbreaks, biological meltdowns, infected workers, the periodic flushing of contaminated
raw sewage into area waters, and the insidious connections between Plum Island, Lyme disease,
and the deadly West Nile virus. The book also probes what'’s in store for Plum Island’s new owner,
the Department of Homeland Security, in this age of bioterrorism.Lab 257 is a call to action for those

concerned with protecting present and future generations from preventable biological catastrophes.
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Customer Reviews

Reading an official press release from Plum Island is fairly benign. What’s not easy is to read,
however, is the litany of diseases handled incompetently there: Ebola, Marburg hemorrhagic fever,
foot-and-mouth disease, Rift Valley fever virus, anthrax, plague, Entebbe, Zagazig 501, typhoid,
diphtheria, E. coli, AIDS, polio, Japanese encephalitis, swine flu, mad cow disease, virulent
influenza, Coxsackie B-5 virus, louping ill, Venezuelan equine encephalitis, Newcastle disease,

vesicular stomatitis virus, contagious ecthyma, Nairobi sheep disease, and anthrax. Not all of these



viruses have been contained. And that doesn’t even take into account the various other test tube
concoctions that cause encephalatic brain seizures, massive hemorrhaging, blindness, and death.
Scary stuff, right?Indeed, it's easy to make connections between Plum Island and three major
disease outbreaks (West Nile virus - 1999, Lyme disease - 1975, Dutch duck plague - 1967). When
looking at a map that displays the number of Lyme disease cases in the US, the results are
staggering. There is a heavier concentration of Lyme disease within a small radius of Plum Island
than anywhere else in the U.S., which doesn’t come as much of a surprise when considering they
bred and infected deer ticks and Lone Star ticks by the thousands.Multiple outbreaks and
deficiencies have been noted, but management has admitted only six employees contractions of
exotic animal diseases: 3 - Newcastle, 2 - vesicular stomatitis, 1 - foot-and-mouth disease. On the
verge of an environmental catastrophe for decades, it's hard to believe their miniscule estimates.
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